
Concordia Lutheran Church 
"Learning, Living, Sharing the Gospel" 

755 Concordia Lane 
Steamboat Springs, CO  80487 

970-879-0175 
www.steamboatlutheran.com 

 
 

Happy September  Anniversaries  

09/06 Jake & Dianne Weber     09/27 Craig & Sheryl Henningfield 
09/08 Doug & Mary Beth Bradfield   
09/11 Michael & Dawn Moon 09/28  Rod & Raylene Olinger 
09/20 Tim & Wendy McConnell 09/29  Bert & Cindy Svendsen 
09/25 Leon & Be e Rinck/Vandahl 

 
 
Gree ngs in the Lord Jesus! 
 
Across the “seasons” of my pastoral ministry, I have conducted regular evalua ons. For decades now I have done a daily 
review at the end of each day, a reflec on on the work of the previous week followed by an appraisal of personal and 
public ministry efforts at the end of each month. I like to look “back” to see and sense the trajectory moving “forward.” 
This has been helpful to me over the years. 
 
Remember when we read John Kleinig’s Grace Upon Grace? We read this book together back in 2016. I know many that 
wrestled with this great book on Chris an spirituality and life, many expressed their wonderment, confusion, convic on, 
and gra tude. 
 
As we approach the 505th anniversary of the pos ng of Mar n Luther’s 95 Theses, I wonder if it might be me to read 
Grace Upon Grace again. Here is a por on of the first chapter to get you started: 
 
The Sermon on the Mount (Ma hew 5-7) contains the teaching of Jesus on the life of a disciple. That sermon begins with 
an astonishing summary of His teaching: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Ma hew 
5:3). The Greek word for “poor” is also the term for a beggar. Those who are poor in spirit have no spiritual assets or  
creden als. They have nothing to offer to God the Father; they receive everything from Him. The poor in spirit are not  
spiritually rich and powerful; they receive the Holy Spirit as beggars who ask for what they do not have. 
 
This countercultural bea tude sums up the whole of Chris an spirituality. It contradicts popular religion and common  
piety. Popular piety presupposes our unrealized spiritual poten al; it seeks spiritual enlightenment and empowering 
through the prac ce of appropriate spiritual exercises. 
 
In contrast to the desire for spiritual self-improvement and self-development, Jesus teaches that we begin, con nue, and 
end our spiritual journey with Him as beggars before God the Father, the Heavenly King. We do not, as we follow Jesus, 
become increasingly self-sufficient. Rather, we learn, bit by bit, the art of begging from God the Father, un l at our death 
we can do nothing but say, “Lord Jesus, have mercy on me!” 
 
Because our spiritual life depends on our receiving from God, Christ teaches us to become beggars together with Him. Like 
Him, we receive everything from God the Father (John 3:35; 5:19; 8:28). This makes it hard, yet at the same me easy, for 
us to live as His disciples. 
 
It is hard because we take such great pride in our own achievements and self-sufficiency. We do not like to ask God, or 
anyone, for anything. Far be er to do without than to become dependent on others! 
 
Yet it is also easy because our spirituality does not depend on our performance but on our receiving from God. No one is 
more or less spiritually advantaged. To change the picture, we must all become as li le children, helpless infants that are 
totally dependent on their mothers (Ma hew 18:3; Mark 10:14-15; 1 Peter 2:2). 
 
So, from one beggar to another, luv ya’! 
 
Pastor Craig 

Happy September Birthdays  

09/03 Cole Moon 09/21 Raylene Olinger 
09/07 Brian Thornton 09/26  Ann Gilbertson 
09/14 Albert Deepe 09/29 Cindy Svendsen 
09/14 Faith Detwiler 09/30 Maddie Truong 
09/18 Gary Nelson 09/30 Wendy Ward  
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