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Happy August Birthdays 
   08/01 Jan Theadore   08/03 Don Sherrod   
   08/08 Anna Schumacher  08/08 Heidi Theis    
   08/22 Dawn Moon   08/23 Ben Wharton 
     08/26  William McConnell    

 
Happy August Anniversaries 

08/08 Andy & Sandra Hogrefe 08/10  Jeff & Mary Oamek 08/10 John & Heidi Theis 
 

Blessings to you, dearest brothers, and sisters in the Lord! 
 
“What would that look like in the real world?” What a great question! 
 
Suppose you come up with the idea of establishing a flower garden. You imagine the flower beds, the colors of the  
flowers, the watering system, the soil preparation, the pathways where you can walk in the beauty of the garden. You very quickly 
begin to assemble your thoughts, asking “what would that look like in my back yard?” True, you might not ask the question that way. 
Still, as you develop and implement your plan, you are regularly creating answers to “what would this look like?” 
 
Last Sunday, we concluded our Divine Service with the song “Graves to Gardens.” The first verse sings: 
 
I searched the world, but it couldn't fill me. 
Man's empty praise and treasures that fade, are never enough. 
 
Then You came along and put me back together. 
And every desire is now satisfied here in Your love. 
 
Following the chorus and a second verse, we sang: 
 
You turn mourning to dancing. You give beauty for ashes. 
You turn shame into glory. You're the only one who can. 
 
You turn graves into garden. You turn bones into armies. 
You turn seas into highways. You're the only one who can. 
 
Here is a question for you: If the Creative, Redeeming God transforms “graves” into “gardens,” what does that look like in the real 
world? What does that look like in your marriage? What does that look like in your family? What does that look like in your neighbor-
hood? What does that look like in your workplace? What does that look like when you are playing and enjoying your life?  
 
“God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Je-
sus.”                     (Ephesians 2:4-7) 
 
You might want to read what comes next! 
 
Luv ya’! 
 
Pastor Craig 
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