CONCORDIA’S UPCOMING
LENTEN SCHEDULE:

Just areminder of these upcoming special
worship dates!

February 24th Ash Wednesday
(7:00pm)

March 10th (Wed.) Lenten Service
(7:00pm)

March 24th (Wed.) Lenten Service
(7:00pm)

April 4th (Sun.) Palm Sunday- Con-

firmation (9:00am)

April 8th (Thurs.)  Maundy/Thursday
(7:00pm)

April 9th (Fri.) Good Friday
(7:00pm)

April 11th (Sun.) Sunrise Service
(7:00am)

April 11th (Sun.) Easter Celebration
(9:00am)

The special services that fall on Wednes-
days will be preceeded by special soup sup-
pers. Remember, we will have Lenten service
every other week during Lent. Make roomin
your schedules for these very special times.

Sunday School Staff
There will be a gathering for the Sunday
Schoo! Staff on Tuesday February 16th at
7:00 pm at the church. There will be goodies
and ideas to share!!

Women’s Guild

Concordia’s Women’s Guild met at the
home of Pam Patterson on Wed. evening
January 20. There were 22 members present
to share in devotions by Dianne Weber and
the 3rd part of “Faith & Self Esteem” pre-
sented by Elaine Stroncek. Discussion of the
video followed.

The Mission Committee presented their
proposed list of mission projects to be voted
on at our February meeting. These projects
total $7,500.00.

We welcome all the women of Concordia
to take part in the Guild. The next meeting
will be at the home of Carol Baldwin with a
special “Love” topic prepared by the Chris-
tian Growth committee.

MARRHAGES

SWEET HEART DINNER

Don’t miss the next Strengthening the
Bond event on Saturday night, Feb. 6 at 6:30
PM. It’s our firstannual Sweetheart dinner at
the Express Restaurant with adelicious menu
and wonderful program planned. Our goal is
to help you celebrate and enhance your mar-
riage, one of the greatest gifts God has given.

The cost for the evening is $10.00 per
person. Don’t forget to share with us one
“NEW” adventure you and your spouse have
participated in since our last Strengthening
the Bond event on Nov. 1. Also there will be
another “jackpot” with everyone donating a
dollar, for some fortunate couple to spend an
evening on the town together.

CONCORDIA’S FAMILY TREE

By now you have seen our “Family Tree”
in the narthex of our church. It is the hope of
the Evangelism committee to now cover that
tree with pictures and names of the member-
ship and regular visitors of our congregation.
They will become the leaves on the tree.

This project is designed to help us get to
know each other’s names and faces. How
often have you wished that you knew
someone’s name but were afraid to ask?
Perhaps you even avoided speaking with
someone because you could not recall their
name? This ability to recall a name and a face
is especially important for the visitor and the
person new to the congregation. Please ac-
cept the invitation to get your picture taken.
It will help us become a familiar family of
faith here at Concordia.

TOGO TALLY: (African Disaster
Relief)

The totals are just about in. With all of the
various aspects of our project for World
Hunger concerns we gathered in just about
$3,600.00 for our efforts. This includes about
$1,200.00 in matching funds. Our total of
$3,600.00 will be of great help in providing
food for those less fortunate.

I would like to thank the members of
Concordia for all the effort and care shown
this project. God indeed will put these gifts of
ourto good use as people are fed. Wecanonly
pray that people will see our care for the
hurting and ask why we care. It is a great
chance to share the Good News of a God who
cares.
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Martin Luther took chalk and in huge letters
wrote on hisdesk, “VIVIT”,.. He Lives! This
truth has turned all of life around. We’re not
heading for sunset, but sunrise! Death is no
longer death in the old sense. Itis victory and
triumph, the first step into life everlasting. ““1
know that my Redeemer lives” (Job 19:25).

ACCESS TO GRACE A gift must be
received and used, because an inaccessible
gift benefits no one. Unless God also gives us
the power to receive His gifts, they would
remain beyond our reach. He did just that
when He gave the Christian church His Word
and Sacraments. In His Word we hear His
judgment of us all, as well as His promise of
forgiveness. When He declares us forgiven,
Godalso confers upon us the power (spirit) of
anew life in forgiveness. Because all human
beings are by nature sinners, all are judged by
(od as unfit to live with Him. But, since He
is merciful and gracious beyond our compre-
hension, He assumed our human nature by
being born of the Virgin Mary for the purpose
of saving us from judgment. Christ was our
substitute. By His suffering and death on the
cross He atoned for the sins of the whole
world. When Jesus rose from the dead God
accepted HIS (Christ’s) work of redemption.
It was the turning point in all of mankind’s
history. Jesus Christ has indeed come to seek
and save thelost(Luke 19:10). There ismuch

more that the Word of God tells us regarding
His marvelous grace and mercy. He desires

thatall people would be saved and come to the
knowledge of His truth. Jesus calls
himself...”The Way, The Truth, The Life.”
IMay you know this peace that passes all
understanding. May youknow Jesus! God be
with you. Come and learn more about this
Jesus here at Concordia.
Pastor Cartwright

CONCORDIA WORSHIP
STATISTICS:
January Average Sunday Worship
Morn. Eve. Total:
Week #1 149 30 179
Week #2: 123 38 161
Week #3: 141 31 172
Week #4: 152 29 181
Average: 141 32 173

Average Worship 1991-138,

1992 ... 110, 1993 ... 173 per Sunday.
Our Worship statistics show a developing
ministry. Our Sunday evening worship op-
portunity has given us a second worship
chance for our membership and visitors. The
initial response has been great. The pressure
has been taken off the physical setting and
parking lot for Sunday morning. We have
room to grow in each of our two settings.
Please take the time and opportunity to invite
your family and friends to these worship

opportunities of YOUR congregation.

Voter’s Meeting
There is a Voter's Meeting scheduled for
February 9th at 7:30 pm at the church.
Importantdecisions are made about the direc-
tion of our ministry. Please plan on attending;
your opinions and ideas are needed.

February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28
April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25
May 2

May 9
May 16

May 23

Sunday Morning Youth Seminars

Playing House, Living together, or the Covenant Mar-
riage (Marlys Cartwright & Lori Beverlin)

Faith Under Fire (Coping under difficult circum-
stances) (Dave Beverlin)

A Time to be born (video by Rev. Tom Rogers)
(Danny Schlie & Joanne Boomgarden)

Why is their physical abuse in the home & whatcanwe
do about it? (Sally Marshall)

Looking through the window (A Lutheran video deal-
ing with spouse abuse)

Baptism, where did we get the idea it’s for adults only?
(Tentatively Dennis & Sher Scheiwe)

Teenagers and Alcohol (it’s killing kids today,

what can we do?) Marlys Cartwright & Coleen Poole
What’s the point of the sacraments (Christ centered,
God’s action or self-centered, my action) Pastor C.
(No Sunday School, Confirmation reception)

(No Sunday School, Easter Breakfast, etc.)

Death, Dying and the Grieving Process (Jan Fritz)
Stressors, Fears and Hopes (MORE than conquerors in
Christ (Tentatively Bert Svendsen)

Worth It; (A Video from the District Office rejecting
the idea of suicide)

Creation/Evolution (Fritz Upham)

Revelations What’s it all about? Comfort or Terror?
(Pastor Cartwright)

AIDS (Lutheran video, I feel so alone)

A NOTE TO PARENTS: WE'VE PUT A LOT OF EFFORT INTO
ORGANIZING SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR THE YOUTH, AND WE
WANT TO THANK YOU FOR MAKING SURE YOUR YOUTH MEM-
BER GETS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS TIME FOR SPIRITUAL

GROWTH.




CONCORDIA’S UPCOMING
LENTEN SCHEDULE:

Just a reminder of these upcoming special
worship dates!

February 24th Ash Wednesday
(7:00pm)

March 10th (Wed.) Lenten Service
(7:00pm)

March 24th (Wed.) Lenten Service
(7:00pm)

April 4th (Sun.) Palm Sunday- Con-

firmation (9:00am)

April 8th (Thurs.)  Maundy/Thursday
(7:00pm)

April 9th (Fri.) Good Friday
(7:00pm)

April 11th (Sun.) Sunrise Service
(7:00am)

April 11th (Sun.) Easter Celebration
(9:00am)

The special services that fall on Wednes-
days will be preceeded by special soup sup-
pers. Remember, we willhave Lenten service
every other week during Lent. Make roomin
your schedules for these very special times.

Sunday School Staff
There will be a gathering for the Sunday
School Staff on Tuesday February 16th at
7:00 pm at the church. There will be goodies
and ideas to share!!

Women’s Guild

Concordia’s Women’s Guild met at the
home of Pam Patterson on Wed. evening
January 20. There were 22 members present
to share in devotions by Dianne Weber and
the 3rd part of “Faith & Self Esteem” pre-
sented by Elaine Stroncek. Discussion of the
video followed.

The Mission Committee presented their
proposed list of mission projects to be voted
on at our February meeting. These projects
total $7,500.00.

We welcome all the women of Concordia
to take part in the Guild. The next meeting
will be at the home of Carol Baldwin with a
special “Love” topic prepared by the Chris-
tian Growth committee.

MARRIGES

SWEET HEART DINNER

Don’t miss the next Strengthening the
Bond event on Saturday night, Feb. 6 at 6:30
PM. It’s our firstannual Sweetheart dinner at
the Express Restaurantwith adelicious menu
and wonderful program planned. Our goal is
to help you celebrate and enhance your mar-
riage, one of the greatest gifts God has given.

The cost for the evening is $10.00 per
person. Don’t forget to share with us one
“NEW" adventure you and your spouse have
participated in since our last Strengthening
the Bond event on Nov. 1. Also there will be
another *“jackpot” with everyone donating a
dollar, for some fortunate couple to spend an
evening on the town together.

CONCORDIA’S FAMILY TREE

By now you have seen our “Family Tree”
in the narthex of our church. It is the hope of
the Evangelism committee to now cover that
tree with pictures and names of the member-
ship and regular visitors of our congregation.
They will become the leaves on the tree.

This project is designed to help us get to

know each other’s names and faces. How

often have you wished that you knew
someone’s name but were afraid to ask?
Perhaps you even avoided speaking with
someone because you could not recall their
name? This ability torecall a name and a face
is especially important for the visitor and the
person new to the congregation. Please ac-
cept the invitation to get your picture taken.
Tt will help us become a familiar family of
faith here at Concordia.

TOGO TALLY: (African Disaster
Relief)

The totals are just about in. With all of the
various aspects of our project for World
Hunger concerns we gathered in just about
$3,600.00 for ourefforts. This includes about
$1,200.00 in matching funds. Our total of
$3,600.00 will be of great help in providing
food for those less fortunate.

I would like to thank the members of
Concordia for all the effort and care shown
this project. God indeed will put these gifts of
ourto good use as people are fed. Wecanonly
pray that people will see our care for the
hurting and ask why we care. It is a great
chance to share the Good News of a God who
cares.
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What Is a Budget?

Whatis achurch budget? A churchbudget
is a declaration of mission. It contains a
number of vital ingredients.

1. A budgetis the resultof thought, prayer
and planning. Jesus, in principle, made it very
clear that before any work is undertaken the
cost must first be counted (Luke 14:28-33)

2. A budget is an attempt to do things
decently and in order (1 Cor 14:40). If we do
not know where we are going, we might end
up someplace else.

3. A budgetis a declaration of belief and
commitmentto God’s work. ftaffirms finan-
cial support of God’s work (Matt 6:33)>

4. Abudget is an act of faith. It declares
trustin Godrelative to the future (Heb. 11:6),
aswell as beliefin His work (Mark 16:15, 16)

5. A budget is a tool that helps each
member plan his total stewardship. Givingto
the church must be first (1 Cor. 4:1-3).

6. A budget is a challenge. It should
stretch each member. It must be realistic, but
at the same time contain enough challenge to
cause each member to increase his giving.

7. A budgetis an agreement. It mustnot
be viewed as, “Theirbudget,” or“The church’s
budget.” It must be viewed as “Our budget.”

8. A budget is a plan that brings each
family together for prayer, Bible study medi-
tating, and planning, which leads to a “Here
is what we will give, God being our helper!™

What is a church budget? Only you can
answer this question. You answer through

support! W
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Kconciliaiton

13-Year-Old Thinking
Won’t Do in Religion

The majority of Lutheran Christians
“stopped growing in the Christian. faith
when they were 13 years old,” Rev. Robert
C. Steinke, pastor of Concordia Church,
Pittsburgh (Brentwood), Pa., says in the
September newsletter of his parish. .

Noting that people would not attempt
to deal with problems in other areas of life
“with a 13-year-old mind,” he deciares
that Christianity was first called “The
Way” because it taught people “a way to

live in response to Christ, who made it fo_['

them.”

If people knew that adult Christian

education has to do with life and death
and God’s Word to men and women about
the way to go, he conctudes, “perhaps
they would fearn more about God's. Way.”

INDICATORS OF STRONG

FAMILIES

What traits do you think would best de-
scribe stong families? Three thousand fami-
lies from around the world recently partici-
patedin a program to reveal family strengths.
The results were presented at the Symposium
on the Family at Penn State University. Here
are the top six traits of strong families.

1. Strong families spend time doing things
together. This includes work, play, and meals
together...not easy to accomplish in today’s
world, but NOT IMPOSSIBLE!

2. They were committed to one another. If
one family member was in trouble, the other
members gave their support, time and en-
ergy. They did what they could to promote
growth, happiness and welfare of the others.

3. Family members talk a lot about both
trivial and deep subjects. They do disagree,
but they work to find solutions on the issues
that come up.

4. They have a high degree of faith
orientation. God is involved in their day-to-
day struggles, giving purpose, meaning, and
the power to relate in the right way...through
daily devotions and faith conversations.

5. They deal with crisis in a positive way.
They are one another’s supportsystem. Strong
families see something positive in the crisis
and focus on the positive rather than the
negative.

6. They show lots of appreciation foreach
other. Just like miners who dig to find
precious gems, they don’t mind moving tons
of dirt to find the diamond.

Why don’t you check our your own
family? You may find you are stronger than
you think. You may even find lots of dia-
monds you didn’t know you had!

ECC UPDATE

Every 4th Sunday of each month, Pastor
and members of Concordia goto the ECCand
worship with the residents there. They appre-
ciate our comiong and never hesitate to ex-
press their gratitude. If you have never gone
with Pastor, please consider doing so on Feb.
28th at 12:45 PM, and experience the JOY of
worshipping with these folks. They enjoy the
young people so encourage your whole fam-
ily to go. If you have questions as to what it
involves, call Elaine Stroncek or LaVern
Lausten or talk to Pastor & his family.

A SPECIAL REQUEST!!!

Pastor Cartwright is looking for Confir-
mation group pictures of

years past. If you happen to have any of
these photos he would like to see them.
Recent years as well as years gone by are
welcome. A special wall of these photos will
be designed! He would like to borrow the
photo and make a copy of it. Confirmation is
a special time of marvelous Christian growth
and fellowship. We would like to highlight
this special ministry point of our congrega-
tion.

THANKS IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR
HELP!




SUNDAY

MONDAY

February

Concordia Lutheran Church

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1993

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

6:00am B STUDY
6:15pm Choir
7:.30pm Committies
Meet

3

9:30am Women's
Bible Study

4

6

CLEAN: Boomgarden/Barnett/
Schlie
Pastor's Family Day

Sweetheart Dinner
6:30pm

7

9:00am COMMUNION
10:30am Adult Class
10:30am SUNDAY SCHOOL
4:30pm CONFIRMATION
Greeters - Nelson
Ushers - Scoti & Jeff Rimel

Worship 7:00pm

9

6:00am B STUDY
6:15pm Choir
7:30pm VOTERS
MEETING

10

9:30am Women's
Bibie Study
6:00pm Steamboat
Youth

11

12

13

CLEAN: Dalton/Baldwin H & C/
Upham
Pastor’s Family Day

14

9:00am WORSHIP
10:30am Adult Class
10:30am SUNDAY SCHOOL
4:30pm CONFIRMATION
Greeters - Lausten/Cooper
Ushers - Dennis & Joel Scheiwe

Worship 7:00pm

15

16

6:00am B STUDY
6:15pm Choir
7:001pm Tuesday
Caliers

T:00pm_ Sunday
Schiool Staff

17

9:30am Wormen's
Bible Stud
7:30pm WOMEN’S
GUILD

18

19

20

CLEAN: Erickson/Croop/Utu
Pastor’s Family Day

21

9:00am COMMUNION
10:30am Aduli Class
16:30am SUNDAY SCHOOL
4:30pm CONFIRMATION
Greeters - Worrell
Ushers - Dennis & Joel Scheiwe

Worship 7:00pm

22

23

6:00am B STUDY
6:15pm Cheoir
7:30pm Cotiage
Meeting

24

9:30am Women's
Bible Stud
7:00pm AS
DNESDAY
WORSHIP

1

25

26

27

CLEAN: Harris/Lippold/Giety/
Lausten
Pastor’s Family Day

28

9:00am WORSHIP
10:30am Adult Class
10:30am SUNDAY SCHOOL
12:45pm NURSING HOME
Greelers - Boomgarden
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Ushers - Kari Matlage & Greg Fritz

Worship 7:00pm




