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Concotrdia Lutheran Church

Tim Cartwright - Pastor
TEACHING GENTLENESS

We live in a society where the reality of violence and
cruelty often dominate our day to day Lives. The number of
times a young person sees a brutal and violent act on TV by
the time they enter high school; is into the five figure category.

A local publication in our Steamboat community pub-
Iished an article that dealt with the need to actively “teach”
gentleness to children. What follows are the four main points
of the article.

1. Let youngsters know how important it is to you as a
parent or guardian that they behave with kindness. If you
observe cruelty, immediately challenge it as a behavior that
is not acceptable.

2. If you as a parent, seek to express caring and compas-
sion, that“modeled” priority will carry over to your children.
Actions speak louder than words .

3. Treat your children with kindness and love. Let them
know that they are children of dignity.

4. Give children books that promote compassionate
behavior. Read to them! Let them read these books. Limit
their viewing of violence on TV,

Christians have the resources to instruct children in this
area of kindness. Romans chapter two reminds us that it is
God’s “kindness” thatleadsustoward repentance. The saving
work of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary gives
worth and dignity to a needy creation. Jesus® resurrection is
the final act of a kind God. Let’s teach kindness.

~Pastor

Church Phone: 879-0175
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Sunday School Staff
Meeting
There will be 2 Sunday School
Staff meeting and orientation on
Wednesday, August 19th from
7:00 to 8:30pm. Please come if
you are involved in the Sunday
School program. There are lots
of new ideas for the upcoming
year, so please be there to give us
your input.
Thank you,
Lori Beverlin




To the Members and Friends of
Concordia:
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

“ForIresolved to know nothing while
T was with you except Jesus Christ and
Him crucified.” (I
Corinthians 2:2)

“They foundthe
stone rolled away
from the tomb, but
when they entered,
they did notfind the
body of Jesus.”
(Luke 24:2-3)

There is a cer-
tain caterpillar (cre-
ated by Goed) that
will change into a
form which is simi-
lartothe food source
it eats. If the caterpillar eats an oak leaf
thenitwill change intoalikeness of atwig
or structure which supports the leaf. If it
eats another substance or plant then it wiil
take on the characteristics of that plant.
The process is called “polymorphism,”
Apparently, this process of “cocooning™
insures the survival of this particular spe-
cies. The caterpillar needs to adapt to its
environment during its cocoon stage. As
a result, from many different looking
cocoons emerge the same moth.

You have called me to serve you as
your Pastor. I thank God for the oppor-
tunity to serve with you in this Steam-
boat community. As long as I serve you
Idesire to mirror the words of St. Paul...”T
resolve to know nothing while I am with
you except Jesus Christ and him cruci-
fied.” I will strive to serve you with the
Good News that the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus has occurred.

Contemporary religion is polymor-
phic. The message is that there are many
ways to God. “It doesn’t really matter
what you believe, we are all going to the
source of energy in the universe...!” is
often the cry of contemporary culture.

The Word of God and the Sacra-
ments (Baptism and the Lord’s Supper)
direct us to the marvelous truth that God
has interrupted a sin-plagued creation.
God has graciously effected a merciful
rescue. Hedid soexclusively through the

life, death and resurrection of his only -

begotten Son. all that I do in your midst
will be directed to this end.It is my
sincere prayer that we will grow together
as congregation and pastor. May we do
so around the singular hope of Christ
Jesus.

In Christ

Pastor Cartwright
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Do you like books?

Do you like books? Does the
church ever have a job for you! The
church library needs a new caretaker.
AlmaBaldwinisresigning, after serv-
ing a long term. She has left the
library in great shape. Thank you,
Alma. If you're interested please sce
or call Tami Havener at 879-5973
during the day.




Stewardship

As Stewardship Chairman Irecently addressed
the congregation about the “treasure” aspect of
stewardship and I have been asked to put my
thoughts into written form for the newsletter.

I would like you to ask yourself two questions.
First, do you agree with the statement “Money
cannot buy happiness”. When I asked our congre-
gation for a show of hands in response to this
question, the result was virtually unanimous; we
agree that money cannot buy happiness. My next
question is: “Would you like to
win the lottery?”. Again, when
put to our congregation, the re-
sponse was universal; we would

the fields and cattle to the Levities for the work of
the Lord. Translated into modern terms it would
mean 10% of our income. The tithe is found in

. numerous places in the Bible, including Leviticus

27:30-33, Numbers 18:21-26, Deuteronomy 12:6-

7, 14:22-27, 26:12,15, The prophet Malachi ac-

cused the people of Israel of robbing God by

failing to tithe (Malachi 3:8-12). The tithe pre-

dates the law of Moses. Abraham gave the priest

Melchizedek a tithe in Genesis 14:20 and Jacob
refers to the tithe in Genesis 28:22 1.

The tithe is tied to the offering of the first

fruits and the first born (Lev.

23:10,17 Deut. 26:1-11

Numbers 15:17-21 and Exo-

dus 22:29; 23:19) 2. As a

all love to win the lottery, Unless

matter of practical experi-

Imissed my guess, you haveprob-
ably also responded to these two

questions in the affirmative.
Weallhave acertain degree LOVE

of schizophrenia or confusion

ence we find that if our giv-
ing is done from the “last
fruits” of our paycheck there

OUR is nothing left to give. It is
both Biblical and important

. that our giving be of the first
about money; we agree that it KESPON fruits of our income
cannot buy happiness yet we all ’

prefer to have more of it - a lot
more if we could get it honestly.
Given this, wouldn’t it be sur-
prising if God had left us without
guidanceonthe subjectofmoney?

I’'m sure that every Chris-
tian has heard the term “Give till it hurts”. Is this
thestandard that God has set before us? The phrase
“give till it hurts” is not in Bible. It is also a
meaningless admonition; any amount of giving
hurts in that we would all rather have more money
than less. Even a veryrich man prefers to have still
more money than less so for him to put five dollars
in the collection plate “hurts™.

I believe that there is a Biblical standard of
giving. The people of Israel were commanded to
“tithe” the increase of the fields and cattle. The
word “tithe” means atenthor 10%; the people were
commanded to give 10% of the increase of

I'suggestthat the tithe of

Scripture is more than a sug-
gestion; as sinners, who by
our own admission are more
enamoured with money than

we should be, we need the
discipline of working with a
percentage in our offerings.

Not all of our tithe has to go to our church;
there are many Christian ministries thatneed and
deserve our support. Certainly, though, a signifi-
cant portion should go to our church.

Why do we give? Is it to merit God’s favor or
carn our salvation? NO! You don’t have that
much money, even Ross Perot doesn’t have that
much money. Salvation is God’s free gift through
Jesus Christ. Our giving is from what God has
given us. He owes us nothing for it. We cannotbuy
God’s mercy nor His favor, we receiveit as a free
gift through faith in Jesus Christ.

Ifwedon’tgivetoearn God’s favor, isit toearn
Hisblessing? Many ofthe television evangeliststell
us that if we give enough (especially to their
ministry) God will make us rich or at least richer.
Although there are some general promises of biess-
ings for faithfulness (Mal. 3:10-12), they are not
absolute and they do not promise to make us rich.
If we give to earn God’s blessing, He will likely
bless us by teaching us that there are things more
important in life than money.

Is our giving to support the Church? Yes, but
I don’t believe it is the primary reason. This is the
usual reason that the stewardship chairman is
urged to make an appeal to the congregation,
especially when giving is falling below the church
budget. Surely God could have chosen a more
reliable method to finance His kingdom than ask-
ing a bunch of sinners to support it by their gifts.
God, who caused manna torain down from Heaven
on the people of Israel could have caused money to
appear in the church bank account as needed. He
could have sent rich angels to support the needed
ministries. Almostanything would have been more
reliable than having us doit. I believe God gave us
the task because it is a privilege and a blessing for
us to participate in the building of our Lord’s
kingdom.

I think that the primary reason that God asks
us to give is that our giving acknowledges that all
we have, our treasure, our families our lives and our
salvation is from God and He is our Lord and King.
Therefore, we affirm or tend to deny this belief by
what we do with each paycheck.

Letusaffirm in both word and deed that all we
have is from God and He is our King, our Lord and
Saviour. Thank you,

Don Patterson

1. R.JI. Ruskdoony, The Institutes of Biblical Law (The Craig
Press 1973) page 52.
2.Ibid,, p. 51,




SHARING THE FAITH

The story is told of a young person who was on the
beach atdawn tossing starfish back into the ocean surf.
An older person, seeing this behavior, questioned the
activity. As a matter of fact the comment was made
that the behavior was fruitless and hopeless.

The concern of the young person was that the
morning sun would destroy the starfish if left on the
sand. The older person commented that the beach went
on formiles and that....”"How can your effort make any
difference?”

The young man looked at the starfish in his hand
and then threw it to safety in the waves. ““It makes a
difference to this one,” he said.

Each person will spend an eternity with the God of
the universe, or apart from that God. The merciful
Word of God shares with us the singular way in which
we receive eternal life. That is through the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God gives the gift of
faith to those who hear and receive this Good News.
Thatis where you and I come into the picture. God has
placed The sharing of this Good News into the hands
and mouths of His Church. Believers must “toss
starfish back into the sea.” WE have been invited to
share what we know to be the way, truth and life.

Kindly QUESTION your friends and family. Do
not fear spiritual conversation. Ask them how they are
doing. Seek to be genuinely interested in their lives.

Actively LISTEN to their story, Use the heart with
the ear, Make sure you grasp what they say.

Courageously TELL your story. Tell them about
your experience. Tell them about His story. Tell them
simply the Good news of God’s love in Christ Jesus.

Have fun tossing starfish back into the sea.

Welcome New Members
Chris and Rebecca Duryea and family
transferred from Zion Lutheran Church in
Snohomish, WA. Mike and Debbie Marten
and family transferred from Redeemer Lu-
theran Church in Desoto, MO. A warm
welcome to these new membets.

Women's Guild

We pray thateveryone is having a won-
derful summer, getting all rested for the
Fall LWML meetings.

Alma Baldwin is the new President
with Laverne Lausten continuing as Vice-
president, Elaine Stroncek as Secretary
and Sandy Fornes , Treasurer. A newly
appointed Christian Growth Committee
should provide the women with some great
meetings. Those appointed to the commit-
tee are Jan McKay, Marlys Cartwright,
Billee Haris and Cindy Svendsen. Welook
forward to seeing everyone in September.

Elaine Stoncek
Secretary

.

Baptized in the month of July
were sisters, Michele Nace, Lisa
Ziebis. The congregation rejoices
celebrates with them in this sacra-
ment.

Baptisms

J

WonderfulTh\nﬁs




SUNDAY

August 1992

Concordia Lutheran Church

THURSDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

CLEAN: Taylor/Haines/Twede/
Kelleway-firazee
Pastor’s Family Day

2

9:00am COMMUNION
10:30am Adult Information Class
ELDER: Beverlin
Ushers - Albert Deepe & Greg Fritz

4

6:30am B STUDY
7:30pm Committees
Meet

3

CLEAN: Vigil/Koch/Panepinto/
Mattlage
Pastor’s Family Day

9

9:00am WORSHIP
10:30am Adult information Class
Greeters - Warner & Svendsen
Ushers - Albert Deepe & Greg Fritz

10

11

6:30am B STUDY

12

13

14

15

CLEAN: Weber/Lein/Martin/
Berntson/McKay
Pastor’s Family Day

16

9:00am COMMUNION
10:30am Adult Information Class
ELDER: Sheiwe
Greeters - Baldwin & Hallman
Ushers - Dan Schlie & Dan Schuelke

17

18

6:30am B STUDY

19

7:00pm Sunday
School Staff Meeting

20

21

22

CLEAN: Beomgarden/Barnett/
Schlie
Pastor’s Family Day

23

9:00am WORSHIP
10:30am Adult Information Class
12:45pm NURSING HOME
Greeters - Meade & Vigil
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Ushers « Dan Schlie & Dan Schuelke

24

25

6:30am B STUDY

26

27

28

29

CLEAN: Dalton/Baldwin H & C/
Upham
Pastor's Family Day

30

9:00am COMMUNION
10:30am Adult Information Class
ELDER: Thornton
Greeters - H. Baldwins
Ushers - Jean & Fritz Upham

31




